North Island Volcanic Loop: 7 Days of Fire and Culture
4

Quick Overview

o (O Duration: 5-7 Days

o & Start/End Point: Auckland (loop)

. Best Time to Go: November — May

e &% Driving Time: ~12 hours total

e 4 Highlights: Geothermal hotspots, cultural gems, volcano hikes

Discover the power and beauty of Aotearoa — New Zealand’s volcanic heart. This epic loop

takes you from Auckland through Rotorua’s bubbling wonderland, across the lava-strewn
slopes of Tongariro, and into the lakefront serenity of Taupo.

& Want to save this for later? Download our FREE printable itinerary PDF

Days 1-2: Rotorua — Geothermal Magic & Cultural
Warmth

Mitai Village Cultural Show
Day 1: Welcome to Volcanic Country

e #® Drive from Auckland to Rotorua (approx. 3 hours)
e/ Visit Te Puia and witness the mighty Pohutu Geyser
« . Book a Maori hangi dinner & cultural show (Mitai or Tamaki Village)

Don’t miss Rotorua’s bubbling thermal wonders — click here to explore tour options and
soak in the experience.

iy Where to Stay (Campervan Style)
Freedom Camp Options:
e Hinemoa Street CCTV Campervan Park (in town): Safe, well-located, monitored.
Arrive early — it’s popular.
« Boyes Beach Reserve, Lake Okareka: Peaceful lakefront for self-contained vehicles
only. Limited spots.
o Hamurana Reserve: Lakeside and scenic. A favourite, but also limited in space.

Paid Campgrounds:

e Rotorua Thermal Holiday Park: Hot pools, powered sites, close to attractions.



e Rotorua Family Holiday Park: Powered sites, quiet, short drive into town.

Day 2: Thermal Wonders
Wai-O-Tapu

e (7 Start early at Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland
e [ Relax with a mud treatment at Polynesian Spa
e 4 Evening walk on the Redwoods Treewalk — magical at night

Local Tip: Wai-O-Tapu gets busy — beat the crowds by arriving just after it opens.

Days 3—4: Tongariro National Park — Lava Trails &
Alpine Crossings

Tongariro Crossing and Mt Ngauruhoe in the background

We recommend doing this loop by bypassing Taupo on the way to Whakapapa Village, so
you're ready for the Tongariro Alpine Crossing first. Once completed, head to Taupd to

recover and relax in the thermal pools or enjoy a lake swim.

Taupd is packed with highlights and deserves a full day, so saving it until after the hike lets
you enjoy it properly.

©@ This route can be adjusted depending on the weather. Don’t forget to stock up on food
and energy supplies before the Crossing.

Day 3: Journey to the Mountains

e & Drive from Rotorua to Whakapapa Village (2.5 hours)

o (L. Stop along Lake Taupd’s shore for a scenic break

e A Explore short trails like Taranaki Falls or Silica Rapids to stretch your legs
e & If weather’s bad, try the Tama Lakes Track — a stunning alternative

4>y Where to Stay (Campervan Style)

« (& Mangahuia DOC Campsite: 10 min from Whakapapa, scenic, quiet
e @y Whakapapa Holiday Park: Powered sites + shuttle to the Crossing

& Local Bite: Grab something from Ma and Mels food truck near the old Chateau pub.



Day 4: Tongariro Alpine Crossing
You’ve got two options:
e One-way shuttle: Drive to the end point, take a shuttle to the start, hike back to your
vehicle. You can continue to Taupd that evening.
e Return shuttle: Book a round-trip shuttle from your accommodation. Relax and head

to Taupo the next day.

Crossing Details

e & Early shuttle to start the 19.4 km hike
e i Marvel at the Emerald Lakes, Red Crater, and Mt. Ngauruhoe
. End with a soak at Tokaanu Thermal Pools (30 mins drive)

Considering a guide?

You can do the Crossing independently, but hiring a local guide adds insight and safety —
especially in unpredictable weather. Click here to check guided options.

Day S: Taupo — Waterfalls, Adventures & Lakeside Bliss
Huka Falls

. Start slow after the hike — drive into Taupo
(. Visit Huka Falls — thundering whitewater spectacle

e .. Book a Sail Barbary cruise or try Taupd Bungy
. Dine at lakeside favourites like The Bistro or Vine Eatery

Discover Taupd’s best — from jet boating to lake cruises — click here to view top-rated
tours.

iy Where to Stay (Campervan Style)

« [ Hipapatua Reserve (Reid’s Farm): Riverside freedom spot — one of our faves
e a5 Taupo DeBretts Spa Resort: Thermal pools, powered sites, clean amenities

Optional Extra Days (If You Have 6—7 Days)

© Extra Day in Rotorua



e 1 Ride the gondola, race the luge, visit Agrodome for farm shows
© Extra Day in Taupd

o Bl Try skydiving or soak in Wairakei Terraces
© Extra Day in Waitomo

o Bl Spend a few hours exploring the magical glowworm caves

What to Pack [j

" Layers — temperatures can vary
2. Sturdy hiking boots

"7 Swimwear — for hot pools
e pax Camera — geothermal colours are incredible

Sunscreen & insect repellent
e = Water + high-energy kai for hiking

- Check Amazon or Temu for:
Quick-dry towels | Thermal socks | Lightweight hiking poles

Local Travel Tips

o 8 Book spa visits and cultural shows early in peak season

e |, Tongariro weather is unpredictable — have a backup plan

o M Use official shuttles for the Alpine Crossing

« 9 Bring your own snacks — few food options near the park

e O No long-term parking at the Crossing trailhead (4-hour max limit)

Must-Try Kiwi Flavours

o @ Hangi — Traditional underground-cooked feast
e {) Lake Taupo trout — Fresh, local, and iconic
. Hokey Pokey ice cream — Crunchy caramel meets creamy vanilla

Dive deeper into local food:
Iconic Dishes and Treats of Aotearoa — New Zealand




Final Thoughts

The North Island Volcanic Loop is a road trip like no other. From geysers and glowworms
to towering volcanoes and powerful waterfalls, this 7-day campervan journey is ideal for
those seeking culture, adventure, and natural beauty.

TohuTravellers — Trust the Journey



